


Alfalfa Seed — Your Future

The full yield, quality, pest
resistance potentigl
contained in thaty

Biotech traits (RR¥aNA"
HarvXtra) ,




Criteria for Choosing Alfalfa Varieties?

— My grandpa planted that variety,
seemed to work

— Cost of Seed?

— Rumors: Everyone’s planting that one?
— Got a great hat from the seed guy?




Correct
Criteria for Choosing Alfalfa Varieties:

—Yield

— Fall Dormancy

— Pest Resistance Package

— Persistence

— Quality Possibilities

— Biotech traits (RR, HarvXtra)

— Performance: Return on Investment

(not cos




Variety Choice: What'’s the
difference?




Can you tell the difference?

Tulelake, CA (4 cuts/year)

Davis, CA (7 cuts/year)

We still had 15% yield
differences, worth
$880/acre over 4 years
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Let’s talk economics
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Look at Return on Investment:

Economic Value Due to Variety Choice ($/acre/3 years)
Kearney Trial (2014-2016 data)

DG 9212

WL 662HQ.RF
WL552HQ.RR
Ameristand 901TS
WL 662HQ.RR
SWo628

6015R

Catalina (EM)
Ameristand 915TS RR
Integra 8800
AR-370

WL 550 RR
Catalina (QR)

WL 550 RR
Ameristand 915TS RR
SW8421-s
Supersonic
Catalina (OGP+QR)
WL656HQ
WL552HQ.RR
Catalina

PGl 908s

Cuf 101
Ameristand 445NT

$500 $1,000 $1,500 $2,000

Iy Differencedue to

I added seed cost:

r ($3.00/1b

I

Y N . — |

< [

r | |

I

e — Differential Economic Effect of Variety Choice:
e — Assumptions:

*Hay Price: 225%/ton
*Response as per UC Kearney 2014-16 Variety Trial
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California Alfalfa Acreages by Section

@ 50-100

Variety

Trials: LR
Understand
your Agro-
Ecological Zones

Differences In
Fall Dormancy

Differences In
cutting
Schedules

e ‘i* '] Acres planted per section

Data Source: DPR, 2003
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Fall Dormancy (December)
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Fall Dormancy Evaluation

Evaluation method
» Four locations

» Spring planted (seeded)
» Spaced plants.

» Fall clip - 3.5 weeks of
regrowth.

» 1 to N scale;
class =5 cm of regrowth

© SGores are square root
transformed to remoeve
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Fall Dormancy of Alfalfa
Varieties
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Variety, Quality and Yield

2002-2004 All Harvests
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Yield: y =-0.147x? + 2.6161x + 12.633
R?=0.7418

WL325H Dura Tango AS
Q Dura ° Sutter iver
Archerll Dura 765 A 7410

/

ADF: y = 6.1542x + 243.15
R? = 0.9279

SW9720
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A WL711WF
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Alfalfa Quality: Always a

Dilemma:
Yield ——
(+)
Stand

A
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FD-General
Recommendations

Since FD is related to yield, increase
dormancy to the point where
persistence Is not compromised

Persistence link, includes
summer/cutting schedule losses
(non-dormants)

Quality link (dormant varieties tend
to be higherin quality)
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