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China is one of the world's largest alfalfa countries, with a planting area of 4.7 million hectares and where 

alfalfa is used mainly in three aspects: a) environment vegetation restoration; b) commercial hay/fodder market 

supply; and c) self-consumption in family farms. Alfalfa production in China has a long history of planting, dating 

back to the Han dynasty about 2,300 years ago. 

China is part of the center of origin of alfalfa. Native germplasm is mainly distributed in northern of Xinjiang 

area, which is a part of the center of origin in Central Asia. The main germplasm sources are fall-dormant and 

very fall-dormant ecotypes. By 2018, China has developed 94 new alfalfa varieties, which clearly demonstrates 

the importance China devotes to research on alfalfa germplasm resources. Three forage gene banks have been 

established so far, and more than 3,000 alfalfa germplasm accessions have been collected and conserved and 

more than one-third of them have been already genetically evaluated. Alfalfa is a very important focus of 

scientific research, and 70% of published academic papers are referred to alfalfa research areas. 

China's alfalfa commodity production has had a tremendous development since 2008, with the production 

increased from 150,000 tons in 2008 to 1.4 million tons in 2017. Alfalfa hay and silage are the main commodity 

forms, coming from multiple production areas and receiving support from national policies. At present, China's 

7.5 million dairy cows consume an average of 3 million tons of alfalfa per year. By 2020, alfalfa consumption will 

reach 4 million tons, and by 2030, it will reach 6 million tons. The current alfalfa industrial policy in China will 

encourage farmers and enterprises to continually increase the planting area and the production of alfalfa 

products in China. In addition, it will expand the door opening for alfalfa imports from the world. China's alfalfa 

production, consumption and market will become an integral part of alfalfa production and marketing in the 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
 CITATION:  Lu X. 2018.  Alfalfa improvement in China. . IN Proceedings.  Second World Alfalfa Congress, Cordoba, Argentina.  11-14 

November, 2018.  Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria (INTA), http://www.worldalfalfacongress.org/     

 


