












40	Year	Decline	of	US	Sheep	Industry



Sheep	
Production	
Costs	by	
Region

Annual costs	
$/ewe West North South East

Total 115.92 149.30 139.36 158.32

Pasture 13.50 19.60 10.00 20.00

Federal	
Rangeland 2.54 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hay 7.22 30.00 3.50 19.60

Feed	Grain 1.51 18.00 43.06 36.50

Salt	and	
Mineral 0.60 6.80 8.40 3.60

(LMIC,	2016)
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The	US	and	Western	Horse	Industry
o Worlds	largest	equine	
industry
o 9.2	mil	in	2005
o 10.1	mil	in	2011

o Est.	at	39	bil $	industry
o Dominated	by	western	
US
o 55%	of	the	quarter	horses

o 47%	are	pleasure	
horses

o 27%	are	farm/ranch	
horses

o Difficult	to	get	accurate	
statistics



The	US	and	Western	Horse	Industry
o Current	Challenges	and	Trends

o Ban	on	horse	slaughter	and	associated	changes	in	the	industry
o Industry	dramatically	influenced	by	economy	

o Seems	to	have	seen	steady/stable	growth
o Significant	implications	for	Alfalfa/Forages	Industry

o Different	nutritional	priority	than	meat	animal	producers
o Willing	to	pay	premium	for	performance
o Looking	for	specific	high	quality	forages
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Conclusions	&	Implications
ü Beef	and	Horse	Industries	are	stable/growing
ü Forage	needs	differ	by	industry


