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What is the Idaho Dairymen’s Association?

IDA is a Idaho dairy advocacy group that was formed July 5,1944. It
Represents ALL Idaho Dairy Producers and is governed by 9 elected dairy
producer board members. The organization is funded by a $0.01/cwt
mandatory assessment.

Dairying in Idaho 3rd in the Nation
v1970

8,500 Dairies
144,000 cows

v2003

774 Dairies
358,213 cows

v2015

500 Dairies
563,292 cows

Idaho Dairy Operation by Size
Numbers provided by ISDA – February 2015
No. Dairy
Operations

Percentage
of Operations

No.
Cows

134

26.8%

< 200

93

18.6%

201–500

94

18.8%

501–1,000

86

17.2%

1,001–2000

93

18.6%

2,001 +

TOTAL DAIRY OPERATIONS: 500

= 200 COWS

+

MILK COWS IN IDAHO: 563,292

Idaho Milk Production

1.5

billion lbs.

7.2

billion lbs.

12.75

billion lbs.

13.23

billion lbs.
3.75%

1970

2000

2010

2011

13.53

billion lbs.
2.30%
2012

13.40

billion lbs.
0.94%
2013

13.84

billion lbs.
3.32%
2014

NASS Crop Acres 1995 – 2005 - 2014
Crops
1995

2005

2014

Dry Beans

123,000

78,000

124,000

Sugar Beets

201,000

152,000

169,000

Barley

720,000

600,000

550,000

Wheat

1,410,000

1,200,000

1,196,000

410,000

353,000

320,000

Potatoes

NASS Crop Acres 1995 – 2005 - 2014
1995

2005

Corn Silage

62,000

150,000

235,000

Corn Grain

35,000

75,000

80,000

Alfalfa
Other Hay

1,020,000
270,000

2014

1,180,000
300,000

1,090,000
300,000

What Impacts the Dairy Industry Growth?
- Dairy Profitability
- Processing Capacity
- Immigration – Labor
- Environmental – Availability of Natural Resources
§ Water
§ Land

- Environmental – Regulatory Compliance
- Environmental – Lawsuits

Idaho Pricing Expectations
- 2015 has been a breakeven year
§ 4th Quarter will be below breakeven

- 2016 appears to hold the same expectations as 2015
§ 1st quarter will be below breakeven ($14.00/cwt ballpark)
§ Recovery is expected in 2nd or 3rd quarter but only to modest levels

- Idaho’s competitive milk price is slipping
§ Local supply is greater than processing capacity again
§ Class III was the expectation through 2014 and into 2015
§ Class III less $0.45-0.65/cwt is a returning reality

- Exports now consumes 15-17% of the national milk supply

IDA Immigration Reform Positions
-

Allows temporary workers to be in the United States longer than 10
months

-

Does not require our employee’s to leave the country

-

Does not require them to get to the “end of the line” to continue to
be our employee’s

-

Does allow them to remain our employee's on a renewable,
temporary basis.

Environmental – Availability of
Natural Resources
- Water
§
§
§
§

13% reduction in ESPA pumping for safe harbor from curtailment
Expected increased spring flows benefiting surface water users
250,000 acre feet of average annual recharge to stabilize ESPA
Provides economic stability by removing year-to-year risk of water calls

- Land
§ For raising feed
§ For nutrient management.

Environmental – Regulatory
Compliance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sought emergency
authority under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) to
impose a complicated consent order upon Yakima dairy
operations. The authority was based off an EPA conducted
study that the scientific community stated was flawed.
There were no violations by any of these dairy
operations. They met all of the requirements of their state
Nutrient Management Plans.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
- The federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (“RCRA”) governs the
handling, storage, and disposal of “solid waste.”
- RCRA defines “solid waste” as “garbage, refuse, . . . and other discarded
material.”
- Simply stated, RCRA requires that “solid waste” be disposed of only in sanitary
landfills or similar facilities.
- RCRA specifically permits citizens suits if any person has violated the statute
in a manner that (1) creates an “imminent and substantial endangerment” to
health or the environment, or (2) any person who disposes of solid waste in an
“open dump,” i.e., a facility that doesn’t meet regulations for sanitary landfills.

Environmental – Lawsuits
- Filed by the Community Association for Restoration of the Environment, Inc.
(CARE) – (PNW based) and the Center for Food Safety, Inc. – (DC based) in
the Federal District Court for the Eastern District of Washington
- The lawsuit alleged that manure is a waste byproduct of milk production and
becomes a “solid waste” under RCRA when (1) it is land-applied at greaterthan-agronomic rates or (2) if it leaks through lagoons, compost areas, or
containment pens.
- Plaintiffs contend that any manure that isn’t actually taken up by crops is a
“solid waste” regulated under RCRA
- Similar lawsuits have been brought against hog, poultry, dairy and row
croppers in North Carolina and Oklahoma. These suits either settled (North
Carolina) or failed (Oklahoma) or pending (Iowa and California). All involve
nitiriates.

Plaintiffs Prove RCRA Liability Judge Rice Findings
- Classification of manure as a solid waste
§ “…manure could plausibly be considered “solid waste” – as a legal matter – when it is
over-applied to fields and managed and stored in ways that allow it to leak into the
soil because at that point, the manure is no longer “useful” or “beneficial” as a
fertilizer.”

- Imminent and substantial endangerment to health or environment
§ Injury was shown by having wells down gradient of the facility in excess of EPA’s
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for nitrates.
§ “Plaintiffs need only show that the Dairy’s operations “contributed” or are
“contributing” to disposal of solid waste which “may” be posing a serious threat to
public health.”

- Open dumping
§ Because the ground water MCL was exceeded beyond the “outermost perimeter” of
the dairy facility (lagoons, compost area, and fields used for land application) RCRA’s
ban on “open dumping” was violated.

Manure Storage & Handling
- Lagoons
§ “However, even assuming the lagoons were constructed pursuant to NRCS
standards, these standards specifically allow for permeability and, thus, the lagoons
are designed to leak.”

- Composting areas
§ “Plaintiffs assert that Defendants knowingly discard manure when they compost
manure on unlined, native soils, which allow for leaching and accumulation of nitrate
below the surface.”

- Manure excreted from cows in confinement pens
§ The court found there was insufficient briefing on this issue and it was reserved for
trial.
§ We expect it to be treated similar to lagoons and compost areas.

Who Has Oversight of Nutrient Management in
Agriculture?
- Counties and Local Government – Conditional Use Permits etc.
§ Grant permission – little if any oversight

- State Statutes
§ Compliance enforcement - Fines, jail time

- Federal Statutes
§ Compliance, larger fines ($37,500/day max) jail time, conduct studies,
consent decrees, force change.

- Consumer Expectations – Sustainability
§ Can and do impact your ability to market product

- The Courts – 3rd party lawsuits.
§ Economically can remove your ability to have animals (i.e. Haaks)
economically can be devastating.

What Actions is the Dairy Industry Taking?
- Nationally –
§ U.S. Dairy Innovation Center
§ U.S. Dairy Sustainability Council
§ Newtrient

- Idaho – IDA Consulting Services.

Consumer Expectations Dairy Sustainability.
What is It?
Definition for dairy:
Providing consumers with the nutritious dairy products they want in a way that
makes the industry, people and the earth economically, environmentally and
socially better – now and for future generations.

The Dairy Industry and Sustainability
Economic

Environmental

•

Idaho Milk Sales $3.25
Billion.

•

Value Up 26%

•

34% Farm Gate Cash
Receipts

• U.S. Dairy =Less than 2% of total U.S. GHG
emissions
• Compared with 1944, the U.S. dairy industry now
produces a gallon of milk using:
• 90% less land, 65% less water, 76% less
manure, 63% small carbon footprint
• Reduced GHG emissions by 63% since 1944
• Voluntary goal to reduce GHG by 25% by 2020
• Dairy water use and quality being researched

Social
• Community
Contributions
• Animal Care
• Labor

The Future
American dairy farmers: High production - relatively lower impact
§ Innovation in breeding, nutrition, and cow health has and will continue to
drive U.S. productivity improvements
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The Future
A planet with finite resources
§ 70% of suitable agricultural lands already in use or under protection
§ Future net arable land expansion (5%) in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin
America
§ Net arable land projected to decline in North America by 2% annually
§ 52% of projected world population exposed to severe water scarcity by
2050

