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Spider Mites are more closely related 
to ticks and spiders than to insects!!

A-Z Animals



Mites of the world!

Spider mites are one kind of mite.

Other kinds of mites include (but not limited to) :
Predatory mites
Bulb mites
Cyclamen mites
Eriophyid mites



Life Cycle of Spider Mite

Head and abdomen
No antennae
4 pair of legs usually
No Wings



Spider mite nymphs

Spider mite eggs

Spider mite adults



Two spotted spider mite

Tetranychus urticae Photo by F. Peairs, Colorado State

Banks grass mite

Oligonychus pratensis

Problem Spider Mites on Corn

Two spotted spider mite predominant on corn in CA
Banks grass mite is often the dominant one in CO,UT, TX, NM, etc. 



Two spotted spider mite    Banks grass spider mite



Two spotted spider mite

Tetranychus urticae

Strawberry spider mite

Tetranychus turkestani
Tetranychus pacificus

Pacific spider mite

Photo by F. Peairs, Colorado State

Banks grass mite

Oligonychus pratensis



Damage
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Damage
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Summer

ÅPopulations increase in 
June/July (hot & dry)

ÅGeneration in as little as 
7 days

ÅColonies develop on
undersides of leaves

ÅHeavy populations go to tops 
of leaves 



Spider mite damage

L. Godfrey


