
 
Curriculum Vitae 

Daniel H. Putnam, PhD 
Extension Agronomist - Alfalfa and Forage Crops 

Agronomy & Range Science Department, UC Davis 
 
Address: Department of Agronomy and Range Science Telephone: 530-752-8982 

University of California    Fax: 530-752-4361 
Davis, CA 95616-8515     E-mail: dhputnam@ucdavis.edu 

Website:     http://alfalfa.ucdavis.edu 
 
Education: 
1986 Ph.D. (Plant and Soil Sciences), University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
1983 M.S. (Plant and Soil Sciences), University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
1977 B.S. (Agronomy), Wilmington College, Wilmington, Ohio 
 
Employment History: 
1993-present Cooperative Extension Specialist and Agronomist in the Agriculture Experiment 

Station–Alfalfa and forage crops, University of California, Davis, California 
1986-1993 Assistant Professor, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.  Specialist in 

New and Alternative Crops. 
1985-1986  Research Associate, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts.  

 
Current Position Description: 
Cooperative Extension Specialist and Experiment Station Scientist at UC Davis for alfalfa and 
forage cropping systems, and Chair, UC Alfalfa Workgroup.  This position entails statewide 
responsibility for extension and research activities related to alfalfa and forage crops.  Forages 
occupy about 1.8 million acres in California, the most prominent of which is alfalfa, worth about $1 
billion/year.  Conducts educational activities (field days, symposia, newsletters, websites) 
pertaining to forage crops.  Conducts field and laboratory research related to alfalfa and harvested 
forage crops.  Works closely with CE Farm Advisors in the counties, with UC scientists, and with 
the alfalfa industry in California.   Currently chair of the California Alfalfa Symposium, and past 
president of the National Forage Testing Association.  Other interests include introduction of new 
crop species, crop ecology, and forage quality analysis methods. 
 
Research Interests: 
Alfalfa cultivar interactions with agronomic practices, economics of the cutting schedules and the 
yield-quality tradeoff in alfalfa, forage quality analysis methods, irrigation techniques, alternative 
forage crops, interactions of alfalfa and the environment. 
 
Honors, Awards: 
 1984-85  - Fulbright Scholarship for overseas study (India). 

1999 - Hilgaard Award for Outstanding Teaching - Extension Specialist.  California Association 
of Farm Advisors and Specialists. 
2000 - Award for Excellence - American Society of Agronomy Extension Publications Award - 
Newsletter category, (California Alfalfa & Forage Review, candidate is editor) 
2000 - Extension Education Award - National Association of Farm Advisors and Specialists 

 2000 - Achievement Award - California Associations of Farm Advisors and Specialists 
 
Industry, Professional Memberships 
 Chair, UC California Alfalfa Workgroup 
 Chair, California Hay Testing Consortium 
 Chair, California Alfalfa Symposium  
 President, National Forage Testing Association 



 
 California Alfalfa & Forage Association founding board member and Secretary 
 American Society of Agronomy 
 Crop Science Society of America 
 California Farm Bureau Federation, Hay Advisory Committee, UC Liaison 
 Alfalfa Council (national), Advisory Board  
 National Alfalfa Intensive Training Seminar Instructor  
 
Consulting: 

I have consulted with USDA oversees development projects, World Bank Oilseed Project, with 
private parties in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, China, and India.  I have also consulted on 
subjects related to forage production, hay storage and marketing, spontaneous combustion of 
hay, hay quality, and the use of forages for mitigation of pollution including applications of 
effluent and industrial wastes.  I have traveled overseas for scientific exchanges to Chile, 
Russia, India, Poland, and Egypt.  
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1997* Putnam, D.H. and R. Kallenbach.  Growers face critical juncture in desert forage production.  California 
Agriculture 51(3):12-16. 
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